
Letters of the 19th Century Primary Source Packet 

Standards Alignment  
The Letters of the 19th Century Primary Source Packet helps address the following 

national and state standards. 

Minnesota Common Core Reading Standards for Literature 6 - 12, Reading 

Benchmarks Informational Text, 6 - 12

6.5.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative and technical meanings. 

6.5.6.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 

conveyed in the text.

6.5.9.9 Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events, including events related 

to Minnesota American Indians, with that of another (e.g. a memoir written by and a 

biography on the same person).

7.5.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice 

on meaning and tone.

7.5.6.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 

distinguishes his or her position from that of others

7.5.9.9 Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic, including topics 

about Minnesota American Indians, shape their presentations of key information by 

emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

8.5.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices 

on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

8.5.6.6 Determine author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 

acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

8.5.9.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts, including one text by or about Minnesota 

American Indians or other diverse cultures, provide conflicting information on the same topic 

and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

9.5.4.4 Determine the meanings of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from 

that of a newspaper).

9.5.6.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author 

uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.

9.5.9.9 Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., 

Washington's Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt's Four Freedoms speech, 

King's "Letter from Birmingham Jail," and other documents such as those written by 

Sojourner Truth, Chief Seattle, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton), including how they address 

related themes and concepts. 
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44.5.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the 

meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction 

in Federalist No.10 ).

11.5.6.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 

particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.

11.5.9.9 Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. 

documents of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration of Independence, 

the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address) 

for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.

Minnesota Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social 

Studies 6 - 12

6.12.2.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

9.12.2.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the 

text.

11.12.2.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationship among the key details and 

ideas.

6.12.6.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's or creator's point of view or 

purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts or ideas, use of 

color, formatting).

9.12.6.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors or creators for how they treat 

the same or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize or exclude in 

their respective accounts including points of view about Minnesota American Indian history.

11.12.6.6 Evaluate authors' differing points of view, including differing points of view about 

Minnesota American Indian history, on the same historical event or issue by assessing the 

authors' claims, reasoning, and evidence.
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