
Meighen Homestead 19
th

 Century Day Camp 
The Meighen Homestead is the 1856 restored childhood home, attached general store and farm of Thomas Meighen, local, general 

store proprietor, farmer and politician, his wife Mary and newborn daughter baby Margaret. The museum offers a wide range of 

hands-on programs for schools, families, day camps and community groups that explore life in the rural southeastern Minnesota 

community of Forestville. 

 

Day Camp with a focus on History and 19
th

 Century Daily Life 

A journey of exploration and discovery back to the Forestville of 1899, our day camps offer a range of creative, hands-on activity 

based programs inspired by the Meighen home, general store and farming operations; its collections and research. This is a fascinating 

and fun youth day camp with a focus on history and 19
th

 century daily life. 
 

Site Experience 
 

 Don the apron and learn the trade of a general store shopkeeper as you price goods, candle eggs and compound medicines. 

 Gather eggs and tend to the historic breeds of chickens of the 19
th

 century 

 In the parlor campers will participate in songs, music, parlor games and storytelling from the turn of the century.   

 Experience the aromas and activities of cooking on a wood burning stove  while working in a 19
th

 century kitchen 

 Take part in the hands on activities of a the 19
th

 century farm and gardens  
 

Pre-visit Orientation 

For a brief orientation as to how Forestville’s history links to Minnesota history visit our web site at www.mnhs.org/forestville.  See 

how Forestville evolved from a farm trade center in the mid-1850’s to a small agricultural village that struggled to survive in the 

1890’s.  You may want to orient your camper to the site by visiting the web site prior to camp day.  

 

Lunch / Attire 

Campers are asked to bring a sack lunch for the day. An afternoon treat will be provided. Campers should wear comfortable clothing 

that is suitable for outside activities.  Campers will be doing some hiking through the woods so they should wear appropriate shoes.   

 

Getting to Historic Forestville 

From the North: (Twin Cities and Rochester): Follow U.S. Hwy. 52 south from the Twin Cities. Just south of Rochester take U.S. 

Hwy. 63 south. Go through Racine and come to a T-intersection. This is where Minn. Hwy. 16 joins U.S. Hwy. 63. Go left (east) on 

Minn. Hwy. 16/52 and continue through Spring Valley. Continue straight on Minn. Hwy 16 after U.S. Hwy. 63 splits off to the right. 

Follow Minn. Hwy. 16 east approximately five miles then turn right (south) on Fillmore County 5 at the Forestville State Park sign. 

Three miles later turn left (east) on Fillmore County 118 at another Forestville State Park sign.  

From the East: Follow the directions above, accessing the site from Minn. Hwy. 16 from Preston heading west. 

From the West: Follow the directions above, accessing the site from Minn. Hwy. 16 from Spring Valley heading east. 

Enter the State Park and the visitor contact station will be on your right 

 

 
Upon Arrival 

Historic Forestville is located within Forestville/Mystery Cave State Park and vehicle permits are required. Fee for permit is $5.00. 

This fee will not be applicable if you will be dropping off campers only. Enter the park on County #118 and go past the park contact 

station for about one mile until you find the Historic Forestville parking lot, just before the iron bridge. The lot has two entrances. 

 

Contact Information Historic Forestville 21899 County 118, Preston MN 55965 Sandy Scheevel / Site Manager / 507-765-2785 / 

sandy.scheevel@mnhs.org 

http://www.mnhs.org/forestville


Registration & Pre-Payment (two sides) 

 

How to Register for Day Camp: 

1. One child per registration form.   

2. Completely fill out the registration form, including all contact, medication, and authorization sections. 

3. Return completed forms (and payment if not already paid online or awarded scholarship) prior to selected camp 

date to: 

Historic Forestville  

Summer Camp Registration 

21899 County # 118 Preston MN 55965 

4. Camp hours are 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM each day. 

5. Cancellations accepted before May 30, 2014 for a full refund. 

Participant Information 
 

Child’s First, Middle, and Last Name____________________________________________________________________   

 

Birth date: ___________________   Age: _______________Grade in fall 2014: ________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Name:  

 

Address:   

 

Home Phone:            E-mail:   

Emergency Contact Information 
 

Emergency Contact #1:        Daytime Phone#:         

 

Emergency Contact #2:        Daytime Phone#:         

 

Emergency Contact #3:        Daytime Phone#:         
 

Tuition for each camper is $50.00. For MHS Members tuition is $45.00 per camper. 

 

Check off Session Attending: 10 AM – 4 PM each day.  

 

______ Meighen Homestead Day Camp I;  June 16, 2014 

 

______ Meighen Homestead Day Camp II;  June 23, 2014 

     

______ Meighen Homestead Day Camp III;     July 14, 2014 

      

 

 

 



Child Pick-Up Release Authorization 
 

To assure the safety of all children participating in Historic Forestville Day Camp programs, we request the parent or legal 

guardian of each child list the name of each individual authorized to pick up your child from the day camp at 4:00 PM 

each day.  This ensures that each child leaves camp in the care of a trusted adult. 

Your child will not be released to anyone you have not authorized. 
 

 

Authorized Pick-Up Release 

 

The following individuals are authorized to pick up my child from the Historic Forestville Day Camp: 

 

Name:          Daytime Phone#:       

Name:          Daytime Phone#:       

Name:          Daytime Phone#:       

Medical Information 

Please list any medical conditions (including allergies and food allergies) and/or medications that the summer camp staff 

should be aware of concerning your child: 

 

Medication Authorization for Day Camp Program 

 

If the day camp staff will need to administer any medication(s) to your child during camp hours, please complete this 

Medication Authorization form.  The administration of medication to campers at day camp shall be done only when the 

camper’s health may be jeopardized without the medication.  The medication, when administered at camp, will be 

administered by an MHS staff supervisor at the designated time. 

 

 Name of medication(s):               

 

 Amount of medication:               

 

 Time to be administered:               

 

 Special Instructions:               

 
                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Registration agreement 
 

 I wish to register my minor child, and consent to my child's participation in a Historic Forestville Day 

Camp. 

 I recognize that participation in recreation and instruction activities, even when well supervised and 

managed, poses a risk to my child, and I agree to assume such risk on behalf of my child. 

 I understand that children registered for this Day Camp program will be performing enrichment activities 

under the supervision of experienced instructors, and I consent to my child's participation in this program. 

 I, the undersigned, hereby hold the Minnesota Historical Society harmless from liability for any and all 

medical and/or accident expenses that my minor child may incur during their involvement in the Historic 

Forestville Day Camp. 

 In the case of an injury, I authorize the staff of the Historic Forestville to render first aid and/or obtain 

whatever medical treatment they deem necessary for the welfare of my child listed on this registration. I 

further understand and agree that I will be financially responsible for all charges and fees incurred in the 

rendering of said treatment, regardless of whether my medical insurance would cover such charges and fees. 

 I hereby authorize the Minnesota Historical Society (MHS) to photograph and/or video record my child 

participating in day camp activities.  In addition, I authorize MHS to use and reproduce photographs and 

videos containing my child’s image for MHS publicity and promotional purposes. 

 I understand that the Historic Forestville reserves the right to dismiss children due to inappropriate behavior 

that could lead to the physical or emotional harm of themselves or others.  I also understand that the Historic 

Forestville reserves the right to remove children whose behavior contributes to the continued disruption of 

activity programming. 

 I have read and understand and agree to the terms and conditions of this registration as they relate to 

my child. 

 

 

 

Parent/guardian signature _________________________________________Date _______________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR SITE USE: 

Registration Date ______________________ 

Member: (circle one) YES -    NO  

Tuition Amount:  _____ $50 Non–Member _____$45 Member 

Tuition Received in full on (date): ___________________________ 

Payment made by: Check: ___ Check Number__________ 

Credit Card:      Online Payment:     Order #  

Cash: ____________________ 

 

        

NOTES:  Please print - fill out and send back completed registration  

To: Historic Forestville – Summer Camp Registration - 21899 County # 118 Preston MN 55965 

 


